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CHAP. XIV.
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century or more; the house of Luxemburg (kings of
Bohemia) enjoyed it through three successive reigns, and
when in the fifteenth century it fell into the tenacious
grasp of the Hapsburgs, they managed to retain it thence-
brth (with but one trifling interruption) till it vanished
out of nature altogether. Therefore the chief benefit
which the scheme of elective sovereignty seems to
promise, that of putting the fittest man in the highest
)lace, was but seldom attained, and attained even then
rather by good fortune than design.
No such objection can be brought against the second
ground on which an elective system has sometimes been
advocated, its operation in moderating the power of the
crown, for this was attained in the fullest and most ruin-
ous measure. We are reminded of the man in the fable,
who opened a sluice to water his garden, and saw his
aouse swept away by the furious torrent The power of
the crown was not moderated but destroyed. Each suc-
cessful candidate was forced to purchase his tide by the
sacrifice of rights which had belonged to his predecessors,
and must repeat the same shameful policy later in his
reign to procure the election of his son. Feeling at the
same time that his family could not make sure of keeping
the throne, he treated it as a life-tenant is apt to treat his
estate, seeking only to make out of it the largest present
profit. And the electors, aware of the strength of their
position, presumed upon it and abused it to assert an in-
dependence such as the nobles of other countries could
never have aspired to.
Modern political speculation supposes the method of
appointing a ruler by the votes of his subjects, as opposed
to the system of hereditary succession, to be an assertion
by the people of their own will as the ultimate fountain of